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War-Resistance and World-Community 


|‘Battle of Britain Sermon” 


attack on pacifists 


THREEPENCE 


MILITARISM — NOT PACIFISM 
CAUSED 1940 DISASTERS 


HE Victory Thanksgiving 

Service at Westminster Abbey 
last Sunday was made the occasion 
for an attack on pacifism by Canon 
Charles Smyth, who said that paci- 
fism was a major contributing 
factor to the position this country 
found itself in in 1940. 


The assertion is based on two 
complete misunderstandings, the 
one about the circumstances which 
actually led to the war and the 
other about the nature of pacifism. 

What are the facts? 


1. Under the Treaty of Versailles it 
was recognised that future peace de- 
pended upon disarmament and “in order 
to render possible the initiation of a 
general limitation of the armaments of 


to observe the military, nayal and air 
clauses.” 


STUART MORRIS, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union replies to Canon Smyth 


_ 2. That Germany did disarm substan- 
tially after World War I was vouched for 
by the International Commission of the 
League of Nations. 


3. Neither Britain nor the Allies kept 
their word. Mr. Lloyd George said on 
Nov 7, 1927, that the nations which had 
pledged themselves to disarm following 
ee example had taken no steps 
o do so, 


4, Subsequently Germany, feeling that 
she was refused equality on the basis of 
disarmament, determined to seek it on 
the basis of armaments, and_ started 
creating an air force on March 1, 1935. 


5. Budget figures of the years since 
World War I show that on no occasion 
was a sum of less than £103,090,000 
voted for the British arms estimates. 


A soldier’s viewpoint 


Captain Liddell Hart, who is certainly 
not a pacifist, says in his article in Picture 
Post of September 3, 1949: 


How then did it come about that 
Chamberlain became involved in a major 
war that he had been so anxious to avoid? 


“A critic described this meeting as ‘Christian Propazanda.’ 
We could hardly have wished for higher praise.” 


Science — for 


good or evil? 


ELL over 300 people, including visitors to the British Association 
Conference, were present in the Connaught Hall, Neweastle-on- 
Tyne on Monday, Sept. 5, for a public meeting organised by the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, the PPU and other local pacifists, on the theme “‘ Science 


—for Good or Il?” 


Dr. Kathleen Lonsdale, eminent both as a 
scientist and as an outspoken exponent of 
pacifism, spoke first on “ The Right Use of 
Science.” 

She emphasized that the advancement of 
science was simply the accumulation of 
knowledge and was entirely neutral as re- 
gards the issue of good or evil. 

* We need clear and open minds, and the 
ability to think through all the conse- 
quences of any given direction of scientific 
progress, but somewhere the line between 
good and evil had to be drawn.” 


As a practical criterion of where it 
should be drawn, Dr. Lonsdale suggested 
an addition to Gladstone’s dictum “ Noth- 
ing that is morally wrong can be politically 
right,” namely, “ Nothing that is instinc- 
tively revolting can be morally right.” 


Getting used to it 


She quoted the conscript on bayonet 
practice—‘ It’s pretty nauseating at first, 
but you get used to it.” 

The use of atomic energy for bombs 
must be recognised as evil. i 
Dr. Lonsdale gave three reasons for this 

statement: 


1. Its destructiveness as compared with 
ordinary explosive (a factor of ten 
thousand to one). The atomic homb was 
an effective military weapon and wonld 
almost certainly be used in any, future 
war; 

2. The atom bomb, because of its radia- 
tion effects, was a new kind of weapon. 
It might even be said that the Japanese 
bombs were dropped mercifully, since the 
hhigh-up explosion meant that the fission 
products were dissipated. The full effects 
of this type of weapon were even now 
not clearly understood; 


3. The dulled sense of human and moral 
responsibility associated with ‘“ press- 
button” warfare. It was all so nice and 
clean that Army officers could even be 
sent to schools to tell little boys about 
modern methods of warfare. 


Scientists should refuse to work on these 
weapons, but others had_ responsibilities 
too—Christians had to face realistically 
the irrelevance of the medieval doctrine of 
the Just War, and carry their action be- 

‘yond the stage of ineffective protest. 


all nations, Germany undertook strictly 
| 


Mothers, moneyed people, taxpayers, 
skill, youth and experience all had their 
particular responsibilities for ensuring that 
science was used for good ends. 


There were three main world needs at 
present—the elimination of war, the control 
of disease and the increase of food produc- 
tion. Atomic energy and science generally 
can help to satisfy these needs. Whether or 
not it was used in this way depended en- 
tirely on first getting rid of international 
fear and suspicion. 


Dr. Lonsdale summed up her remarks by 
asking that we make up our minds whether 
the power of love was greater than threats 
and whether we should not follow the 
example of our Father who makes the sun 
to rise on the good and the evil and sends 
rain equally on the just and on the unjust. 


The Christian answer 


John Ferguson, lecturer in Classics at 
King’s College, University of Durham, 
spoke next on the specifically Christian 
answer to the’ problems under discussion. | 


In the central problem of the world to- 
day—the problem of war—the application 
of science had been on the side of the 
devils, and not of the angels. The Lambeth 
Conference had reported—‘“ We can have 
civilisation or war, not both.” The canons 
of the Just War could never again be ap- 
plied and it follows, for those who accept 
the traditions of the Church and the think- 
ing of great Christian saints and teachers, 
that war must be renounced. 


If we were true to Christ we would have 
to turn our abilities in more constructive 
directions—feed the hungry, heal the sick, 
shelter the homeless, and give light to 
them that sit in darkness. 


John Ferguson ended “ This is the world 
which God has made. Let us not abuse 
his handiwork, but use it to his glory.” 

The audience listened with close atten- 
tion to the two speeches and made construc- 
tive, if sometimes critical, contributions to 
the discussion which followed. It was 
gratifying that so many non-pacifists were 
present to hear what an airman, who was a 
PoW in Japan at the time of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, described as two very stimulating 
and interesting speeches. 
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The answer is to be found not merely, 
nor most, in Hitler’s aggressiveness, but 
in the encouragement he had long re- 
ceived from the complacent attitude of 
the Western Powers coupled with their 
sudden turn-about in the spring of 1939. 
That reversal was so abrupt and unex- 
pected as to make war inevitable, , 

If you allow anyone to stoke up a 
boiler until the steam pressure rises to 
danger point, and you then close the 
safety valve, the real responsibility for 
the result of the explosion will lie with 
you.... 


Ever since Hitler’s entry into power 
in 1933, the British and French Govern- 
ments had conceded to this dangerous 
autocrat immeasurably more than they 
had been willing to concede to Germany's 
previous: democratic. governments, 

At every turn they showed a disposition 
to avoid trouble and shelve awkward 
problems—to preserve their present com- 
fort at the expense of the future. 


Pacifism and foreign policy 


It is completely erroneous to associate 
pacifism with the policy of appeasement. 


Whatever else he was, Mr. Chamberlain 
was certainly not a pacifist nor has there 
ever been a sufficiently strong pacifist 
minority (let alone a majority) in this 
country seriously to influence British 
Foreign Policy. 


It has never been the method of paci- 
fism either to appease or give way to the 
tyrant or the aggressor. What pacifism 
claims is that war is no way of meeting 
cruelty and aggression. 


War may conceivably deal with the oc- 
casion from which it arises (for instance 
by getting rid of Hitler), but never with 
the cause which lies much further back 
and deeper down—in this case, as Liddell 
Hart suggests, going back to our treatment 
of Germany after Versailles. 


Pacifist alternatives 


Had the pacifist method been followed 
there might, indeed, never have been a 
Hitler. Had the pacifist method been fol- 
lowed with Hitler and the conference called 
of the heads of all European Governments, 
after each of them (including Hitler) had 
promised George Lansbury to co-operate, 
14 might have been possible to have faced 
and removed the causes of war without the 
tragedy of 1939. If this had failed it would 
have been the pacifist way to resist ag- 


| gression—but by non-violent methods. 


Canon Smyth seems to base his case 
against pacifists on the assumption that 
they advocated and secured a reduction in 
armaments in the years between the two 
wars. Pacifists cannot be blamed for a 
policy of partial disarmament for that has 
never been their solution; they cannot be 
blamed for a policy of complete disarma- 
ment for that has never been attempted. 


For Canon Smyth to assert, as he 
appears to do, that peace and security can 
be found in armaments, seems to me to 
be flying in the face of the whole of history, 
and in particular of Sir Edward Grey, who, 
looking back on the arms race of 1914 
wrote: 


“The moral is obvioug: great armaments 
lead inevitably to war.” 


It seems tragic that a professed follower 
of Jesus Christ and a minister of His gos- 
pel should use such an occasion not only 
for an attack on pacifists, but also for ex- 
pressing his approval] of the method of war. 
Since there can be little doubt which of the 
two is a better attempt to implement the 


teachings of Jesus Christ. 
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| Stafford Cripps’ 


What about Eve 


E have been looking into this 
matter of Adam and Eve and 


the Apple. 


The incident was, of course, recent 
enough to be still controversial, but we are 
inclined to support those who hold that God 
did not actually forbid Adam to eat the 
thing, but merely warned him not to do 
so until he was prepared to consider the 
consequences. And the trouble arose be- 
cause Adam never could face up to any 
kind of consequences, 


We may rule out Eve’s responsibility. 
Granted she was as keen as anyone on 
Adam becoming inventive (she was thinking 
of labour-saving gadgets in the kitchen), 
it is undeniable that Adam, tired of tramp- 
ing round Eden looking for perennial vege- 
tables, fell just as easily for agricultural 
implements, 
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put the idea to her first. Lucifer, the 
originator of propaganda, knew that the 
first rule of successful canvassing is to wait 
till the man is out and go round to the back 
door. 


For Lucifer, one of the few people who 
know what the distinguishing characteris- 

' ties of the sexes really are, knew that 

women are always on the look out for some- 
thing new, while men are naturally con- 
servative and therefore incapable of plan- 
ning ahead. 

That was the only reason why Lucifer 
began on Eve, not because of -any weaker 
moral fibre on the lady’s part. Since then 
he has had little use for women and has 

-/ concentrated on men, mainly because men, 
being more energetic, can be counted on to 
do more harm in less time. 

Now as you know, Lucifer’s main job. is 
Perversion. Knowing man-to be a well- 
meaning animal, he does not try to tempt 
him to do wrong deliberately, but tries to 
to persuade him to do the right thing with 
the wrong means. He relies on man’s con- 
servative dislike of Planning to persuade 
him to use all his new inventions for old 
purposes, so that they always have the op- 

' posite effect of what he expected. Which 
explains, among other, things, why his 
: labour-saving devices make more work. 

The latest idea to come into man’s head 
was World Unity. For a century he has 
heen busily engaged in devising means to 
realise this, by methods of communication 
and transport which annihilate distance 
7° and bring men into touch with one another 
from the end of the earth. 


And now, by what is perhaps the cleverest 
trick of his whole career, Lucifer has per- 
suaded man to use the means he devised for 
‘ uniting the nations as means for keeping 
the nations' apart. At the very moment 
when the world is found to be in acute dan- 
ger of famine, he has persuaded the rulers 
of all nations to concentrate on the task of 
using their miraculous means of transport 
for carrying bombs instead of food. 

Since the original achievement of Creation 
itself, we know of no bolder or more bril- 
a liant feat. 

We have not the time, however, to re- 
main lost in admiration of Lucifer’s master- 
stroke. Our question is—how to persuade 
man to return to his intention of uniting 
the world. 


2 At the moment, we confess, we know of 
no quick method of re-converting Adam. 
: But what about Eve? 

i We have said that since the original 
apple-sharing trick, Lucifer has had little 
; use for women, also that women are always 
‘ on the look-out for something new. Would 
it be possible to end this perversion business 
in the way it began—by trying women 
first? 

We have canvassed the master of the 
house and he has shown 100 per cent. sales 
resistance. What about trying to sell World 
Unity at the back door—as The Latest 
Thing? 
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It is nothing against Eve that the Serpent | 


One community — not two 
A Commentary by ROY SHERWOOD 


¥F anything will ever bring home to 
the man-in-the-street that in a 
democracy all talk of “they ” is out 
of place in reference to the country’s 
government, and that he must take 
his share of blame for anything that 
goes wrong with the nation’s affairs, 
the anxious interest with which Sir 
announcement is 
awaited as I am writing this should 
do so. 

I can imagine no other lesson so simple, 
yet so forcible, to show how completely the 
value of our individual possessions; our 
money in our pockets, in bricks and mortar 
or in any other form, is contingent on fac- 
tors beyond our individual control, 


Facts of interdependence 


NJ OT even the man who possesses nothing 
** at all but his clothes and a weekly wage 
can contract out of that communal interde- 
pendence. As long as any kind of currency 
remains the means of measuring values, 
none of us can make himself free of in- 
ternational exchange rates, even though he 
may have only the haziest notion about how 
they work. And if ever money were to be 
replaced wholly by barter pure and simple, 
the individual would still remain chained 
to the fate of the community to which he 
belongs. 


Neither the rich man’s luxury nor the 
most modest worker’s mere subsistence are, 


or can ever be, absolutes. 
ty fails, even subsistence fails with it. 


If the communi- 


As the Germans were, rightly, blamed 


collectively for Hitler’s accession to power 
and subsequent misdeeds, so are we all col- 
lectively guilty for the pound’s fall from 
complete respectability. 
too much for too little. 


Arms v. welfare 
WAJHAT of the the future? 


We have wanted 


The New 
Statesman puts the issues well: 

“... at long last the (Covernment 
must face the basic issue of Britain’s 
status in the post-war world. Is English- 
Speaking Union the yoal and does Mr. 
Bevin envisage a special relationship be- 
tween Britain and USA, which sets us 
apart from the other peoples of Europe ? 
If so, are the gigantic defence costs, 
which that special relationship must in- 
volve, compatible with the maintenance 
of the Welfare State? Alternatively, 
do we see our future as a partner in a 
new political union, including Western 
Europe and the Commonwealth, or is 
such a conception. reconcilable with 
Socialism and full employment ?” 

Envisaging our problems solely from the 


vyY 


political angle, the New Statesman does not 
go far enough. 
herent unsoundness of the American power 
position. 
that is concerned, it is based preponderantly 
on the dwindling factor of atomic bomb 
monopoly; 
economic part of it, Wilfred Wellock’s ar- 


It says nothing of the in- 
As far as the military part of 


and as for the glittering 


The significance of the devaluation 


By Central European Observer 


HE official justification of the devalua- 

tion, supposed to be taken without out- 
side pressure, was the following: “our 
power to earn dollars must depend, to a 
very large extent, upon the dollar rate 
of exchange to the £ sterling ” (Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps). 


The underlying assumption is that this 
competitive devaluation will raise British 
exports to dollar-countries by more than 
43 per cent., “in order to earn more dol- 
lars.” 


If this expectation is unfulfilled, either by 
a falling off of USA demand or owing 
.to competition of other devaluing coun- 
tries then the net result is the giving 
away of more British guods against, less 
imported goods in respect of dollar 
countries. 


It is undeniable, that this substantial de- 
valuation implies a very serious worsen- 
ing of the “terms of trade” for Britain. 
It means that 43 per cent. more cars, 
textile goods, rubber, tin, cocoa are to be 
exported to the USA in order to obtain 
the same quantity of cotton, wheat, 
tobacco, etc., (if prices in the USA re- 
main fairly stable). 

The hope that the cost of living in Britain 
would not rise by more than one point 
will soon be shattered and if industrial 
unfest follows, then Sir S. Cripps’ de- 


cision may lead to Labour apathy at the 
next elections and to a Churchill govern- 
ment, which will affect Britain’s rela- 
tions with Eastern Europe. 


But the rise insdomestic prices of imported 


goods will not be confined to Britain 

alone. In the whole “sterling area” 

(where simultaneous devaluation was 

carried out) the same worsening of the 
“terms of trade” is inevitable. 

Little has been said about the effects 

of the devaluation on the present dollar 
debt of the “sterling area.” 


This indebtedness includes the “ Washing- 


ton Loan” $3,750 million, loans of the 
Export-Import Bank, of the International 
Monetary Fund, Canadian credits, etc., 
totalling to at least $6,000 million, 
equivalent to £1,500 million at the old 
exchange rate. 


After the devaluation the burden of 
the debt and debt service increases by 
43 per cent., i.e., to £2,150m. equivalent 
to 6,000m. at the new rate. The dif- 
ference, £650m., now to be paid by 
British exports, exceeds the total Mar- 
shall-aid for Britain. 


The necessary increase of exports at lower 


(‘competitive ”) sterling prices to the 
dollar area will reduce the proportion 
available for the non-dollar area. Con- 
sequently, a contraction of trade with 
Eastern Europe and perhans other “ster- 
ling area” countries may ensue. 


PACIFISM IN THE GERMAN 


T would be an exaggeration, per- 

‘ haps, to speak of pacifism in the 
constitution of the young post-war 
German republic. Pacifism implies 
something more than a mere repudiation of 
aggressive war, more than the right of 
conscientious objection. Yet for Germany 
the adoption of two such constitutional 
measures is a big step forward. It is a 
breach with a century-old and honoured 
tradition, and it is in the light of this his- 
tory that we have to consider the spirit and 
the letter of these provisions. 


As recently as five years ago, war re- 
sisters and conscientious objectors were 
mercilessly exterminated in Germany. A 
war resister was regarded as a traitor, and 
conscientious objection brought a _ court 
martial and the stigma of high treason. In 
fatt, no German constitution prior tu this 
new one had any safeguards for the right 
of the individual to refuse military or war 
service of any kind on grounds of con- 
science, 


Not so with the constitution recently 
adopted at Bonn. Article Four, Section 
Three, provides that “No one may be com- 
pelled against his conscience to perform war 
service as a combatant.” 


This wording is in many respects obscure 
and deficient. “ War service” is a very 
vague term, and may not necessarily in- 
clude military training in peace time. It is, 
however, the term most in vogue in post- 
war Germany. The restriction “as a com- 
batant” (“with arms” in the German 
version) may also prove a nuisance in the 
interpretation of the letter of the law, and 
CO’s may be required to do all kinds of 
work as long as no arms are involved. 
Nevertheless, the provision regarding con- 
scientious objection is a great gain for 


Germany. 


impossible i 
armed conflict. 


Does not outlaw war 


In former German constitutions there was 
no declaration against war. 
of the new constitution reads, “ Acts per- 
formed with a view to disturbing the peace- 
ful cohabitation of peoples and aiming es- 
pecially ag the preparation of an agecressive 
war, are anticonstitutional and subject to 


By Dr. Theodor Michaltscheff* 


Had the new Ger- 


its participation 


penal prosecution.” 


This provision does not repudiate all 
kinds of war; it does not outlaw war alto- 
Yet it 
marks a great advance and an important 
gain over previous German constitutions, 
and, I think, over the constitutions of other 


gether as German pacifists wished. 


countries as well. 


With regard to international conflict, the 
legislators have done their work to the best 
of their ability. They have set up_a con- 
stitution which, for the first time in German 
and 
grants the individual the right to renounce 


history, rejects some kinds of war 


war on conscientious grounds. 


It is now up to the German people to see 
that these new provisions are enlarged and 
brought to a more thorough-goine applie- 
It is particularly the task of German 
pacifists to create the spirit which alone 
can uphold these precious gains and bring 


tion. 


_ It gives pacifism and democracy 
a foundation to work and improve on. 


The new constitutional provision is far less 
significant than that in the provincial con- 
stitutions of Bavaria and Baden, 
contained no restrictions whatever and ac- 
corded everybody the absolute right to re- 
fuse any and all kinds of war service, with- 
out even requiring the objector to state the 
reasons for his action. 
man republic accorded to the individual 
the unrestricted right to repudiate war, it 
would have been in advance of all other 
countries and would have made practically 
in any new 


which 


But Article 26 


ticle in Peace News last week shows sl 
how lankily overgrown, inwardly unsta' 

and incapable of easy adjustment to chal 

ing world trends that is. 


When the after-bombing dust cied! 


AT this moment, with most of its capll 
~* gone up in after-bombing dust, wl! 
little to eat and to keep the wheels of! 
industries turning except by American hé 
and supplies, Western Eurove may welcd! 
the sell-out to USA capital of its own 
its overseas territories’ future. 

And American industry, geared to a pl 
duction rate far beyond its home mark 
powers of absorption, may be glad of 
form of business that amounts to delivé 
of its goods to foreigners in exchange ! 
distant prospects. They, too, are keep! 
the wheels turning at any cost. 

But, just as the easy post-war selleél 
market came to an early end, so will t 
latest effort to create an ever expandil 
market without due attention to the cus! 
nier’s ability to pay, soon lead to the sal 
kind of conditions which our exporters ha 
of late been finding so joyless. What thei 
_ Wilfred Wellock’s figures sound a wat 
ing of dangers to come: 250 concerns ct 
trolling two-thirds of America’s ind 
trial facilities; 113 manufacturers cont? 
ling 46 percent of the assets of all maf! 
facturing corporations; one-eighth of @ 
percent of all business corporations 1 
ported to own 51 percent of USA pr 
assets. I see nothing in such a set-up 
justify ideas that the Welfare World is jv 
round the corner. 


Will America go Communist? 


WHAT I see in it is a reminder to ! 
of a belief of mine, always held to! 

crazy by most of my friends ever si 
I first voiced it 15 years ago—that, in spi 
of all appearances to the contrary, Ameri 
is more likely to “go Communist” by # 
ternal revolution than to prove the last ov 
post of capitalism, and that of the cov} 
tries of Europe, only France and Hollaii! 
display the fierce individualism whi 
niakes lasting regimentation of an authe! 
tarian kind highly improbable. 
Both, incidentally, are comparativél 
backward in industrialisation. 
danger is real. Our prejudice agai! 
cleverness discourages individual thoug!! 
and the monster circulations of our dail 


° 
S 
= 
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our government will have to cope in ] 
next few years—as it has gone twice % 
ready in time of war—by the formation @ 
a coalition, it might not take us long: 
“think” as uniformly as most of us 4 
from 1939 until 1945, particularly since 44 
British Cabinet could be trusted not to J 
terfere with our right to shout our heat 
off in Hyde Park. 

As for America, there the very hyste4 
against Communism, combined with W. 
fred Wellock’s tell-tale figures and 
thin-ice nature of the country’s prosper 
while it has serious minority problet 
'seems to me indicative of internal trov 
-to come. The world is one community, " 
two. Until that truth is lived up to, tht 
can be no salvation. 


CONSTITUTION 


further ones into, being. The future | 
show whether they are equal to the task 


* Dr. Theodor Michaltscheff, a na 
Bulgarian, is head of the War Resist 
movement in Germany, affiliated to the ¥ 
Resisters’ International. This article is 
produced from the Friends Intelligen' 
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GRAND WORK 


: HERE is a little gift and in sendini 

I want to express a general th 
you for the grand work you leaders of ; 
Movement are doing. This is not to bell 
the witness of many another. I don’t 
ways agree in every detail with the opin 
and actions of the spokesmen of paci 
but I am forever grateful for their wit! 
the encouragement it gives me, and 
knowledge that we are one in our glorioll 
simple faith.” 


I am also able to report, with gratiti 
the receipt of one £25 in response te 
appeal for three such gifts to met 
challenge of the gift of £25 from 
National Chairman. The total this week 
cludes all the above in addition to 
amounts received during the last fortnif} 
But J] am still hoping for those other 4 
£25, as well as the continued support ff 
many who. like our friend, believe in 4 
work of the PPU and wish to expre® 
general “Thank you” for it. 

MAUD ROWNTRES 
Hon. Treas 


Contributions since Sept. 1: £69 125: 
Total for 1949: £183 4s. 10d. 
Budget for 1949: £300. 

Amount still required: £116 15s, 2d. 
Donations to the fund should bé 
marked “Headquarters Fund.” (0, 
Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, ” 

leigh St., W.C.1 
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N addition to the Hyde Park 

meeting reported in Peace News 
on Aug. 12, the following reports 
have come in of meetings in many 
parts of the world commemorating 
the dropping of the first atom bomb 
on Hiroshima: 


BERLIN: A big: crowd gathered in the 
Rehberge park in the French sector. 
Several speakers, among them the daugh- 
ter of the famous pacifist author Leh- 
mann-Russbueldt, made strong appeals 
for reconciliation between East and West 
and against conscription. 


After the speeches, two girls clad in 
white unveiled a large bronze bowl which 
bore the inscription “ Above all nations— 
man, Berlin, Aug. 6, 1949.” This had 
been given by the World Citizens of 
Berlin. 

Two boys with torches then came up 
to the pedestal on which the bowl stood 
and lit a flame in the bowl—an eternal 
fire to show all future generations the de- 
cision to renounce war made by those 
present. The Mayor of the District of 
Wedding will be the custodian of the 
flame. 


BUDAPEST: A _ well-attended meeting of 
the Feministak Egyesuelete adopted a 
resolution of which the following is an 
extract: 


“We join in spirit wholeheartedly with 
the community of all those who, all over 
the world, have pledged themselves to 
contribute with all strength that horrors 
of war may never more return. We share 
with firm soul the hope that the ferment 
of goodwill of united men and women— 


No More Hiroshimas! 


DAY 
yd 


Peace Axis 


Members of the German section of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national in Stuttgart received the following reply from the Mayor 
of Hiroshima after sending him a report of the 1918 World Peace 


Day celebrations in their city: 


WWE are always glad to hear from 
¥* our friend advocates of peace from 
every quarter of the world, but your 
letter has made a profound impres- 
sion on us, having come from a 
country with which we had joined 
hands in the last war. Weare very 


pleased to know that your organisation 
has been so ardently supporting our 
peace efforts. 


Four years have elapsed since judge- 


ment was passed on us, and yet there 
are a number of symptoms of an im- 
pending war, which would, if it 
materializes, lead to a disgraceful and 
catastrophie destruction of mankind. 


Even in this country, rather isolated 
from the sphere of the cold wgr, we 
can feel the effects of the strained in- 
ternational situation which, we imagine, 
must be a topic of keen interest in Ger- 
many now divided into — differing 
apheres of interest. Indeed there is no 
telling when anew war would break 
out again, should even a triflling issue 
go amiss. 


It is high time that we, who were 
foolish enough to resort to war not 80 
long ago, took the initiative in bringing 
about eternal peace on earth. 


an 


Conference in Asilomar, near 


Francisco. 


é impressive memorial service at an 
interdenominational Missionary Education 
San 


realising the single way to save mankind 
from total annihilation—will finally over- 
come hatred and destructive personal am- 
bitions and achieve to strengthen Human- 
ism and Peace-will and bring to triumph 
“No More Hiroshimas,” and “No More 
Wars.” 


HAMBURG: A peace meeting took place in 


the Great Hall of the University. Prof. 
A. Jores and the well-known pacifist Prof. 
Anna Siemsen, of the Teaching Academy, 
were the main speakers. Sam Walsh. 
World War I disabled soldier and PPU 
member also addressed the 750 present. 


The success of the meeting was en- 
hanced by the presence of representatives 
of the broadcasting station, the Press and 
news agencies. 


HIROSHIMA: 30,000 bowed in silent prayer 


as the Peace Bell tolled at 8.15 am. At 
the foot of the Peace Tower Mayor Shinzo 
Hamai read the 1949 Peace Declaration; 
doves were released; memorial trees 
planted and tree plants presented to dele- 
gates of 88 war-damaged cities. 


Other events which were held during a 
period of fourteen days were a Junior 
Summer School; Penmanship Exhibition; 


Postare Stamp Exhibition; Youth Peace | 
| who died in Switzerland in 1940. 


Rally; Women’s Peace Meeting; Boy 
Scout Jamboree and numerous sporting 
and musical events. 


NEW DELHI: At a meeting under the aus- 


pices of the Caravan Society of India, 
Mr. Horace Alexander, the well-known 
pacifist and friend of M. K. Gandhi, said 
that peace could be achieved only if the 
world followed the path shown by the 
Mahatma. 


He told the meeting that a party of 
young men and women of IVSP (Inter- 
national Voluntary Service for Peace) 
would arrive in India in the winter. The 
team would tour India and Pakistan and 
help both countries re-build towns des- 
troyed in the recent communal distur- 
bances. It was for the youth of Pakistan 
and India to join in the work. 


SWEDEN: The Swedish Peace Campaign 


issued a manifesto calling for the ending 
of armament competition, the replacing 
of war, injury and violence with right and 
law, the development towards Federal 
World Government, respect of the new 
declaration of human rights and for inter- 
national disarmament. Copies of the 
resolution, which ‘was endorsed by peace 
organisations in other Scandinavian coun- 
tries, may be obtained from Mrs. Vera 
Robert-Akesson, Lidmansvaegen 7, Vaes- 
teras, Sweden, or from Alfred W. Parker, 
609. Santa Ray Avenue, Ogkland 10, 
California, USA. 


TOKYO: A youtlr organisation mailed 3,000 


goodwill letters to individuals and organi- 
sations in foreign countries. Impressive 
meetings were also held in the cities of 
Kyoto, Kobe, Nagaya and Osaka, Yoko- 
hama. and many other places. 


niversary in sermons and prayers. Church 
bells were ringing in a number of com- 
munities in Massachusetts, California, 
New Jersey and New York. Rev. Kiyoshi 
Tanimoto, of Hiroshima, who is on a lec- 
ture tour through the United States, led 


Please rest assured that we, repent- 
ing our past folly from the bottom of 
our hearts, are always with you in your 
noble endeavours and are praying for 
a peaceful settlement of the contro- 
versies now undermining the peace of 
your country. 


With respect to your question re- 
garding freedom to express our ideas 
on peace, I am happy to inform you 
that we are able to exvress ourselves 
freely, thanks to the democratic prin- 
ciples of the occupation. Without this 
freedom I doubt whether we could cor- 
respond as we do in the first place, and 
and I have every reason to believe 
that the policy of freedom of ex- 
pression in your part of Germany is 
the same as in our country. 


Iam very glad to hear that you are 
doing everything in your power to in- 
form your people of the work we are 
doing for the cause of peace. 


On behalf of the people of Hiroshima 

I assure you that we are as anxious to 
help you as you are to help us. 
Very sincerely yours, 
SHINZO HAMAI, 


Mayor of Hiroshima 


Reports of the observance of World 
Peace Day also come from the Philip- 
pines, Mauritius, Nigeria, Gold Coast and 
more than 20 other countries. 


The Peace Movement 


VERYONE knows that the 

Fascist regime was the declared 
enemy of peace and pacifism. Born 
of war, it lived and died in war. 


Writing of Fascism in the “ Enciclopedia 
Italiana” in 1932, Mussolini declared: 
“Fascism .-. . believes neither in the pos- 
sibility of peace nor in the utility of per- 
petual peace. Therefore it rejects pacifism. 
which cloaks renunciation of struggle and 
cowardice towards sacrifice. Only war 
stretches out to the utmost degree al} 
human energies and impresses a seal of 
nobility to the nations that possess the 
virtue of facing it.” 


Consequently, during the Fascist regime 
(the “ventennio falefico,” as we Italians 
now call it) all attempts to condemn war 
and militarism were severely forbidden and 
cruelly punished. The peace societies were 
suppressed. 


Notwithstanding that there were some 
courageous COs like Claudio Baglietto, a 
young man of high education and principles 


After the bloody fall of Fascism, new free 
Italy has now many men and women work- 
ing for peace through various organisations. 
The following is a list of those active at 
the present time: 


I. General 


Societa’? per la Pace e la Giustizia Inter- 
nazionale (Peace and International Jus- 
tice Society) founded in 1887 by E. T. 
Moneta, Nobel Prize winner. Suppressed 
in 1937, risen to new life in 1947. Presi- 
dent: Mr. Doro Rosetti. Padova, Corso 
Umberto I,3. Secretary: Mr. Gaspare 
Vezzoli, Milano, via Sabotino, 5. 


This Society displays remarkable ac- 
tivity. It contributed to the incorpora- 
tion in the new Italian Constitution of 
Art. 4 which says: “The Italian Repub- 
lic renounces war as an instrument of 
conquest and offence to the freedom of 
other peoples and accepts, on condition 
of reciprocity, the limitation of the 
sovereignty of the State, if this be 
necessary for the defence and organisa- 
tion of peace.” 

On June 28, 1948, it held a Congress in 
Milan, assembling many Italian Peace 
Societies. 

Associazione Internazionale della Pace 
(International Peace Association). 
Leader: Mr. O. M. Monopoli. Brindisi, 
via Lecce, 46. Organ: La Pace Inter- 
nazionale (International Peace). It in- 
sists on abolition of national armies. 


Movimento Friulano pro Pace Universale 
(Friulan Movement for Universal Peace). 
Leader: Mr. Umberto Candoni. Udine, 
via B. Stringher, 9. Organ: La Pace 
(Peace). Mr. C. is a fervant and integral 
pacifist, 


USA: Many churches remembered the an-| “Movimento Apolitico per la Pace (Non- 


political Peace Movement). Leader: Mr. 
Angelo Marcolini. Mestre, Casa Ricovero. 
Mr. M., a Christian and_a generous heart, 
was imprisoned under Fascism. 


“ Humanitas,” Associazione Internazionale 
Affratellamento Popoli (‘“ Humanitas,” 


Servizio Civile Internazionale, 


Comunita’ 


Comunita’ 


I. 


Garry Davis’ 


IIT. 


Associazione Internazionale 


International Association for the Brother- 
hood of Peoples). Leader: Mr. Gianni 
Oliva. Roma, Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 
2. Founded in 1945, it promotes a spiri- 
tual and cultural fellowship among 
peoples (by lectures, concerts, and so on). 
Many Italian personalities and foreign 
celebrities collaborate in this society 
which publishes a review in many 
languages, La Cultura del Mondo (The 
Culture in the World). 


Movimento 
Italiano (International Voluntary Service 


for Peace, Italian Movement). National 
Secretary: Mr. Annunzio  Busacca. 
Roma, via dei Delfini, 16. Italy’s “ Pick- 


and - shovel Peacemakers,” as Peace 


News, June 10, called them. 


Spirttuale (Spiritual Com- 
munity), founded in 1945 by the eminent 
physician Professor Prassitele Piccinini. 
Milano, via Vallazze, 39. 


L (Community). Leader: Mr. 
Adriano Olivetti. Ivrea, via S. Martino, 
16. It advocates a new organisation of 
the State, according to the laws of a 
spiritual civilisation. 


Federal movements 


Many Italian movements (for United 
Europe and World Government) have 


sprung up since the end of war. At 
present, we have: 
Movimento Italiano per la Federazione 


Europea e Mondiale (Italian Movement 
for, a European and World Union). 
President: Mr. Filippo Schipani. Roma, 
via Nizza, 158. 


Movimento Federalista Eurapeo (European 


Federalist Movement). General Secre- 
tary: Mr. Altiero Spinelli. Roma, via 


Ofanto, 18. Organ: Europa Federata 
(Federate Europe). 
Associazione Progressista Internazionale 


(International Progressive Association). 
Managing Board in Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina. Italian Delegation: Roma, Corso 
Vittorio Emanuele, 87. Organ: Il Pro- 
gresso (Progress). President: Mr. Juan 
Gatti de los Flores. He will establish, 
in an island of South America, a new 
Republic: Republica de Santa Paz (Holy 
Peace Republic), strictly Catholic, with 
toleration of other creeds. 


World Citizens Movement 
thas many followers in Italy. The main 
organisation centre is in Torino, via 
Magenta, 1. 


Associazione Italiana fra i “ Cittadini del 


Mondo” (Italinan Association among 
“World Citizens”), Independent from 
Garry Davis’ Movement. Roma, Piazza 
Barberini, 47. 


In Trento, Baron T. Wolkenstein- 
Trostburg and Mr. A. Pisoni represent 
an Italian section of the Universa}] World 
Union Movement of the French Pro- 
fessor Larmeroux. 


Women’s organisations 


Madri Unite 
per la Pace (International Aassociation 
of Mothere United for Peace). Leader: 
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Their toil and sweat 
buys books for Europe 


AMERICAN COs who worked on farms — j 
+% and in hospitals as an alternative to y 
military service during the war were not : 
allowed to receive full wages for work done. <j 
The employers paid the wages to a Govern- | 
ment department who paid out a_ smaller | 
amount to the COs and held the balance. 

By the end of the war this balance 
amounted to about £250,000. 

There was an unofficial understanding 
that the COs should be permitted to desig- 


nate the use to which this money should be | 
put at the end of hostilities, The — 
National Service Board for Religious Ob- | 
used for the benefit of the war-destroyed 
libraries of Europe. 

Commenting on this decision, the Wash- 
nation, in keeping with the principles te 
which the COs adhered. 

“Congress assent,” the paper adds, “would 
constitute a most felicitous way of acknow- “ 
ledging the real and respectable service 
rendered by the men whose consciences for- 


bade them to fight; and it would render 
valued aid in the cultural rehabilitation of 


Ly 


jectors have now asked that the money be 
ington Post calls it “a singularly apt desig- 4 
4 
UN WARNED OF DWINDLING © 
WORLD RESOURCES * 


GRAVE warnings of growing populations 
and dwindling resources were given at | 
the United Nations Conference of the Con- 
servation and Utilisation of Resources | 
(UNSCCUR) which met at Lake Success, | 
recently. 'e 
Opening the Conference, Mr. Trygve | 
Lie said: ‘Modern science has de | 
veloped a wide range of new techniques for ~ 
wresting more wealth from the earth’s 
resources. Their effective application ig 
basic to achieving a world of abundance— 
a world where the spectres of hunger and 
wastelands will be a thing of the past.” 
A paper by Mr. D. N. Wadia, Director 
of India’s Bureau of Mines, said, “the de 
pletion of the earth’s store of metals haj 
increased progressively since the 18th cen 
tury ... the 20th century era of work 
wars is making it one of the biggest pro ~ 
blems of the next century. ; 


in Italy 


The trial of the Italian CO, Pietro Pinn 
the first since the end of the war, li = 
brought the Italis — 
peace movement in 
* the limelight.  F 
mundo Marcuccei, o 


of the principal w 
nesses at the ft 
and Secretary of 

Liaison | Commi 

of Italian P 

\ Activities has = 

piled the follo: — 
list of active It: 

Peace Organisat. 

Next week he, 

report on the Ita 
CO movement. 


By EDMUNDO MARCUi 
————— eee 


Mrs. Maria Remiddi, author of 


valuable book Il Pianto di Ecuba, | 


Cry of Hecuba). Roma, Viale A.” 
64. Organ: Volonta di Pace (Wi 
Peace). 


Fronte Internazionale Femminile Cont 
Guerra (International Women’s ? 
against War). Leader: Mrs. ‘* 
Majorca. Torino, via Roma, 
Integral pacifism, peace throug? 
violence. An active group of thy 
is at Vercelli (Novara province) ay 


“Stati Uniti del Mondo” (PAXS, 
Dell’ “Alleanza Femminile [it 
(*! United States of the World” (Pe 
section of the “Italian Women Allan 
Leader: Mrs. A. G. Sangiergi Rov 
Roma, via Bruxelles, 59. 


Unione Christiana Delle Giovani (v3 iS 


Bulletin: Ali (Wings), Editor: Mra) 
Zilli Gay. Firenze, via del Boboli 
This “ Review of Women’s Proble 
lates many peace articles and apper 


Armata Della Pace (Peace Army). a 
Mrs. Eugenia Bersotti (“ Eughen 
Milano, via Cattaneo, 2, Mrs. Bo ik 
the editor of the paper Cittad 
Mondo (World Citizens), “A liase 
fan between associations, groups 
ments and persons working for 


Other distinguished Italian 1nd" 


working for peace: Countess) 
Mazziotti di Celso, president 
Alleanza  Femminile Italiana; _ 


Garofalo, author of “In guerra st) 
(“One dies in War’), a novel wh 
was said, “created a women &0 


aerainst all wars”; Virginia Piatt 


(“Agar”), author of the cé 
“Memoirs of a Nurse”; Linda). 
Cinelli, who founded a National 
Women Association for Pea, 
organ Arte e Vita (Art a 
Margherita Bertoli (of thers = 
School”). Maria Goretti (of t pax 
of Friends), Marina della Setaer at 
others. sle_by 


And above all; our. grea 
teacher Maria Montessori. 


- 
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of primitive history. 


all die the traitor’s death. 


— oe 


_ followers, 


Just for a handul of silver he left us,- 
Just for a ribbon to stick in his coat ! 


Demas. Does the name conjure 
' memories? Hardly so, 


ment. 


the call of the shekels of silver and the few 
y| rags of purple, was stronger 
' allegiance to the greatest of all causes. 


| ' So today, there are many tragedies when 
| man catches a glimpse of the shining gold 
, Mend the purple rags. A little more to in- 
Vest, possibly a seat on the local sewage 
committee too; many a man has sold the 
‘cherished hopes of his youth, and the high 
principles of his maturity for this low price. 


_ There are many who wear the purple 
' robes of high public office with dignity, still 
‘retaining the deep convictions of their un+ 
successful years. Unfortunately there are 
)) whers whose stature dwindles as_ they 
‘limb the ladder of success. 


“Tf thou release this man, thou art not 
_ vaesar's friend.” That was the deciding 
actor! Pilate had weighed the value of the 
urple rags! Never, perhaps, to sit at 
'‘aesar’s table again! That was too high 
‘price to pay for the life of one unknown 
fazarene! Never again to chat on equal 
“rms to Lord Dash, and give a curt nod 
| ithe washer woman ! 


| Yet there are so many places where the 
“nage of this world and the purple robe, 
J not admit their proud owner. Mr. 
ombey, the great financier, tries to explain 
little Paul the meaning of money. He 
finders as Paul says, ‘ What can money 
7” “Money can do anything, Paul.” 
ven Paul thinks of the jonely hours he 
ands playing at his mother’s grave. 
Vhy could’nt money save mother ?” he 
t, Little Paul Dombey is already wiser 
the great financier. 


t. Dombey was a great financier. So, 
ig way was Judas Iscariot. Such men 
inly think in terms of goods which have 
nmercial value. One cannot assess in 
8s of silver the value of a sunset, or 
_ .]d’s kiss, or the greeting of a favourite 
Dr even the poetry of Milton. 
48us says, “ For narrow is the gate, and | 
ight is the way, that leadeth unto life.” 
in a different sense, how much broader 
nore eventful is Christ’s way ! 


Jesus calls us from the worship 

f the vain world’s golden store, 
a from each idol that would keep us, 
"saying, Christian, love me more. 


- wedge of gold and the purple robes 

_ 4 place in life, but we must see things, 

“tir right perspective. There are first 

and second things, and even grave 

‘§ have been committed, and foul deeds 

| trated, by men, just because they have 
scond things first. 


_ New Testament tells of One who re- 
_ the process. He left high estate for 
ke of sinful men, 
left his father’s throne above, 
free, so infinite his grace, 
.iptied himself of all but love, 


‘ bled for Adam’s helpless race. 


‘es 


aqme who read these words, there will 
in quite legitimate ways the purple 
and the snekels of silver. Achan did 
i) cit for that. He was willing to quench 
. I | ortal spirit, to gain by betrayal of 
» )) Omrades what he might have honestly 
° 
5 
uJ] 


years of effort. Across the cen- 
here comes to us the stern 


warning 
} life based upon 
usness, greed, and what men some- 
vaall “ retting on.” 

a. JOHN VINCENT 


st’ a philosophy of 


a 


n Years Ago 
n Peace News, September 22, 1939 


Tall costs the policy by the German 

“must be overcome. It is based on 
Ii must be met by counter-force 

‘re ig no other way. 

/—From a statement issued by the 
' Arehbishop of Canterbury and 
» the Moderators of the Church cf 

~~ Scotland and the Evangelical 

Free Churches. 

: = 


- a . . 
te the idea that Hitleriam can be 


Bishop of ‘Birmingham, 


‘ (Dr. Barnes). 


4 hare story of Achan is an old one, 
and a terrible one; a fragment 


According to the code of those far-off 
days, Achan was a traitor, responsible for 
the humiliating defeat of Israel before her 
enemies, and not only he himself, but wife 
and children, sheep, asses and camels, must 


What concerns us in this barbarous tale 
of centuries ago is the philosophy of life 
which Achan stated, “ When I saw among 
the spoil a goodly Babylonish mantle, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge 
of gold of fifty shekels weight, it came to 
pass that I coveted them and took them.” 
Unfortunately, a few shekels of silver, a 
few rags of purple, are still sufficient to de- 
tract a man from loyalty to his comrades. 
How numerous and how noble ire the 
causes which can say of their former 


up 
for Paul’s final 
word about him was, ‘“ Demas hath for- 
'saken me, having loved this present world.” 
Demas was the Achan of the New Testa- 
What_a privilege to be the com- 
)panion of the Apostle on his journeys! Yet 


than | 


Letters to the Editor 


What is the Pope doing? 


A CCORDING to the WRI report (PN 
*“July 8,1949) four Roman Catholic coun- 
tries, Italy, Spain, France and Belgium do 
not even allow their citizens to obey the 
law of God in keeping the sixth command- 
ment. Has the Pope, then, no influence 
whatever in these countries ? Or must we 
suppose in him some extraordinary disin- 
clination to point out that those who do not 
obey the decalogue cannot possibly be 
called “ Christian.” 

This one step would put an end to the 
nonsensical habit of designating as 
“Christian countries ” those states that are 
piling up arms to massacre (if they deem 
it necessary) their fellow men. 

As it has usually been considered to be 
God’s will that His commandments should 
be taken seriously, and obeyed, would it not 
be more correct to look upon Gandhi as 
having: represented God on earth rather 
than the silent oracle in Rome ? 
Kildare, 

ESME WYNNE-TYSON 

Sydney Gardens, 

Bath. 


Fruits of Military 
Government 


A‘RITZ KUSTER, right in most of the 


points he raises, nevertheless manages 
to give a wrong impression, because he 
does not give the whole truth. 

When Military Government started their 
task of setting up an administration in oc- 
cupied Germany they were faced with the 
difficulty that the majority of Germans 
swore that they had nothing to do with 
Nazism, so that MG could only come to the 
one conclusion, namely that they were all 


FOR THE UNDER-20s 


Dr. A. K, Jameson has undertaken the 
reviewing of several “classics of paci- 
fism,” which will be featured in PN 
monthly. The books are usually available 
at the Libraries at Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, WC1, and Friends 
House, Euston Road, NW1, or through 
the’ National Library Service. 

Next month: “The Faith Called Paci- 
Het by Max Plowman (J. M. Dent, 

36), 


SHE UNMASKED WAR 


“Lay Down Your Arms,” by Bertha 
Von Suttner. Longmans, Green & 
Co., 1913. 


YOUNTESS MARTHA, a wealthy 

member of the Viennese aristo- 
cracy, at the age of 18 marries a 
Hussar who, only a year later, is 
killed in the war between Austria 
and Italy in 1859. She has a mind 
superior to that of the frivolous 
set to which she belongs socially 
and this personal blow makes her 
question the whole idea of mili- 
tarism, so uncritically accepted by 
that set. 


In spite of this, she marries a soldier 
again as her second husband, but one 
who regards soldiering as merely a 
means ot livelihood and has no illusions 
about the real nature of war. 

In 1864 he takes part in the brief cam- 
paign against Denmark and in 1866 he 
is wounded in the disastrous defeat of 
the Austrian army by the Prussians at 
Sadowa. He then retires from the army 
and he and his wife, now ardent pacifists, 
live in Geneva and Paris doing what they 
can to support organisations devoted to 
the prevention of war. 

They are caught in the siege of Paris 
in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870 and, 
because a letter in German is found in 
his house, he is shot as a spy, regardless 
ef the contents of the letter. 

* * * 


UCH, in very brief outline is the course 

of events in the novel. But although 
the plot, such as it is, is well constructed 
and moves inevitably to its tragic conclu- 
sion, the main interest lies in the pre- 
sentation of the characters, especially 
that of the Countess. Her doubts and 
hesitations, the gradual development of 
her character as she probes more and 
more deeply into the issues of peace and 
war, and above all her relations with her 
second husband are described in a con- 
vincing manner. The husband, too, 
makes a sympathetic appeal as a gian of 
the highest integrity and strength of 
chacter. 

On the other side, Martha’s father, a 
typical old soldier, for whom “ being left 
on the field” is conventionally the 
highest glory attainable, is vividly pre- 
sented and dies at last cursing what he 
had all his life extolled when his son and 
and his other two daughters are killed 
by the cholera which comes as a direct 
result of war conditions. The _ back- 
ground of the gay, luxurious, unthinking 
Viennese society is lightly and skillfully 
sketched in. 

oe * eo 
ROM the point of view of the pacifist, 
however, it is the fullness with which 
all the arguments for and against mili- 


lying and that it was no use trying to single 
out the true Nazis anyhow. 

Also, the German administration imme- 
dately began to clamour for “experts” 
without whom they professed themselves 
unable to carry on their side of the business 
efficiently. Strangely enough, all these ex- 
perts whose work was deemed essential 
turned out to be the very Nazis who had 
been dismissed because of their party con- 
nections. 

The other point that Fritz Kiister does 
not mention is that very soon after the 
setting up of Military Government in Ger- 
many it was decided, evidently at a much 
higher level, that the real offenders were 
not the Nazis at all, but the Communists. 
So MG became so busy hunting the fol- 
lowers of Stalin that they could not be 
bothered about the comparatively harmless 
followers of Hitler. 

MG did not sponsor the Nazis for love of 
them or their creed. They tolerated them, 
because the Germans, from the start, did 
their best to confuse the issue, and because 
they were ordered to fear the Communists 


more. 
HILDA von KLENZE 


Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


Time to bury the hatchet 


FRITZ KUSTER’S article makes very 

distressing reading, for it conjures up a 
vision of a Germany so disunited as to 
make one despair of the future. 


If Germans cannot live peaceably to- 
gether, how can nations be expected to do 
so? Is Fritz Kiister not satisfied yet with 
the prolonged series of executions, trials, 
de-nazification, ete., which have been going 
on ever since the close of the war? 


Readers of Peace News may be interested 
to see the following extract from a letter 
T received auite recently from a Bavarian 
pacifist, which gives a different picture: 

“As a regular reader of Peace News 
in Bavaria. I want to express my ap- 
preciation of your frank and just opinion 
about the individual German who might 
have been a National Socialist, or a party 
official, I know a great many of such 
cases where harmless men are treated as 

‘outcasts’, yet they never did anything 

wrong—on the contrary— their life, pri- 

vate and public. was absolutely clean as 
their records show. Their sense of jus- 


tarism are canvassed that makes this 
novel of such importance. And_ they 
gain in force by being presented, not in 
the form of treatise, but in the course of 
conversations or as reflecting the medi- 
tations or expressed opinions of the 
characters, 


As a picture of what a battle really 
means in terms of horror, suffering and 
degradation, the descriptions of that of 
Sadowa can hardly be surpassed. Over 
and over again throughout the book, the 
author tears off the mask of glory which 
convention has placed on the face of war, 
and shows the grisly reality underneath. 


For the basic fact is that the people 
do not want war and they have to be 
deceived or forced into it by Governments 
whose motive is the lust for power and 
a perverted sense of national glory. 


Hitherto, war has been accepted with; vicar! However, there are some elusive 
resignation as an inevitable scourge | trifles ] cannot reconcile with my new-found 
which must be endured. But the people | happiness. 


are gradually waking; they used to 
accept disease and poverty in the same 
spirit, now they realize that these are 
preventible by human action and sooner 
or later they will realize the same about 
war. 


Secret diplomacy prevents the people 
fram knowing the facts and they are 
suddenly confronted with a situation 
from which they cannot escape. The 
only remedy is to abolish secret diplo- | 
macy and have all international disputes 
brought in to the open and settled by 
argument, not by force. 


For war never settles anything. 
one of the characters says:— 


“Every war, however it may turn 
out, inevitably contains within itself 
the germ of a succeeding war. Very 
naturally; for an act of violence al- 
ways violates some right. Sooner or 
later this right raises its claims and 
the new conflict breaks out, is then 
again brought to a conclusion by force 
pregnant with injustice, and so ad 
infinitum, 


As 


On the question of conscription the 
author, writing in 1889, shows re- 
markable insight into the ultimate con- 
sequences of what was then a novel idea. 


“One State would then try to out- 
vie the other in strength of army, till 
at last there would no longer be any 
arnues but only armed nations ... so 
that without fighting each other, the 
nations would all come to ruin in mak- 
ing prepurations for war.” 


She might almost have had the 
Atlantic Pact in mind! But above all, 
conscription is to be opposed because it 
violates the right of every individual to 
freedom of conscience. 


Such are a few out of the many trends 
of thought in this striking and original 
novel which all pacifists ought to read. 


A. K, JAMESON 


tain ”"—are afraid that the plants might 
invaders, who (like the Germans in World 
War IT) will dragoon the civil population in- 
to armament work. 


time scorched earth policy will be produc- 
tive of the pauperism of the German people. 


45 Parliament Street, 


SOCRATES AND THE GARDENER 


‘ 


‘WOU are interested in our ancient 
fabric ?” 
“Rather in living man. The mellow 


softness of your Temple is most restful; it 
has an eternal calm of eventide.” 


wandering through East Anglia; 
porary respite from my gardener Ebenezer. 
I was attracted by the beauty of your 
buildjng, but it seems the gods have willed 
we should meet.” 


I have thus far gathered is that He is the 
God of Hope, Truth, Peace and Love.” 


no further my friend !” 


church, there is a notice, advising that the 
members of the Church Lads Brigade will 
meet every Friday for shooting practice.” 


parish are instructed in self-defence.” 


church ?” 


be sacrilege !” 


and those to be killed are the children of 
God ?” 


an expediency, so called human_ necessity 
above the law of your God ? 
been invaded since the Norman Conquest ?” 


ment in Palestine against the Romans ?” 


is what I would expect from a man of 
truth ! 


for any other purpose ?” 


tice and responsibility towards the cot 

munity were above criticism.” 

If is is former National Socialists of ! 
this type who are being given posts, ne 
Fritz Kiister despair? Surely, surely the 
time has come when the hatchet should be 
buried, and all Germans unite in restoring 
their shattered country and in working 
for the permanent peace of Europe ? 


SYLVIA LLoyD |J7 is : 
those 
column 
) Peace N 
even en. 
its non-: 
Was due 
the sum 
When 
faged in 
jdulging ir 
bathing. 
jnot even 
they have 


Onths b: 
Road, wo 


Rich View, 
Buckland Wharf, 
Near Aylesbury. 


Unconditional surrender 


IDERHAPS tthe’ Russians suggested 
* “Unconditional Surrender.” Here is 
a paragraph from page 266 of the “ Life 
and Work of the late Rev. Dr. Normar 
McCleod” of St. Columbus Church, Glas- 
gow: 

“The excitement in the country now 
became intense, the Battle of the Alma 
having been fought on September 26, 
False rumours and telegrams were pub- 
lished announcing the fall of Sebastopol. 
Church bells were ringing joyful peals 
and so littie did neanle foresee what was 
to follow, that they fully rejoiced over 
the information given in the telegram (festival 
that the Allies had given six hours to | 


; enzance 
Prince Menschikof to accept terms of ere and 
unconditional surrender, and fancied the ®ttraction 


war was over.” With me: 
W. WISHART _thildren’s 

13 Railway Approach, hs 
Worthing, Sussex. i oT re 


ke a los 

Strategic dismantling tence by 
TFHE ulterior motive behind all this des- a will | 
_ _picable dismantling of German indus- Phe whic 
trial plants is not that “we cannot trust bents 1s 
the Germans,” but that the occupation toned 


powers—on both sides of the “Iron Cur- 


prove of immense war-potential value to 


The further continuance of this peace- 


SIDNEY COOK 
Dukinfield, Cheshire 


Travels abroad 


“It is a Norman Church.” 
“And you are the man of God ?” 
“T am the vicar.” , 
“Of a truth, you are fortunate! I am 
a tem- 


“Tam entirely at your service !” 


“T know little of your God, vicar. All 


“Tf that is all you know, you need seek 


“Then Iam overwhelmed with gratitude 


“Open your heart my friend !’”’ 
“On the board at the entrance to this 


“Quite so!” : 
“What does it mean vicar ?” 
“Tt means that the young lads of the 


“With rifles ?” 

“Yes, with rifles !” 

“What can one do with a rifle ?” 
“Obviously, defend oneself !” 

“ By ge? 

“By killing one’s enemy !” 

“And does the killing take place in this 


“Good gracious! My friend, that would 


“ Which means ?” 
“ Defiling the House of God !"” 
“But surely, the world is God’s house 


“One is justified in killing an invader)!” 
“Your authority ?” 

“ Human necessity !” 

“How now! You, a man of God, place 


Have you 


“Not successfully !” 
“And did Jesus start a military move- 


“T note you have no answer vicar, which 
Pray tell me: Can a riflle be used 


“Yes! With a bayonet !” 
“By piercing ?” 

“Yes !” 

“Could it pierce the hands ?” 
“Yes 1” 

“The feet ?” 

“Yes !” 

“The side ?” 

“ Ve 
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Tobacco Road 


that a producer’s job is to create illusion. 


i¢ is a pity to have to disappoint 
those who thought that this 
column had been expunged from 
Peace News. To those who read and 
even enjoy it I should explain that 
_its non-appearance a few weeks back 
was due to that curious institution, 
the summer holiday. 


When I ought to have been busily en- 
faged in preparing this column, I was in- 
dulging in an orgy of Cornish sun and sea- 
bathing, Cinemas were anathema,* whilst 
not even the competent repertory company 
they have at Penzance, and which, a few 
Months back delighted me with The Dover 

oad, would entice me to the theatre. 


_ , More strangely, the open-air Shakespeare 
ystival, which to the honour and glory of 
_’nzance is to be a regular summer fixture 
there and which, on paper was one of the 
attractions of my holiday, did no business 
With me: I was too tired enjoying my 

, “Mildren’s holiday for them. 

So I return to stage and screen feeling 
like a lost soul, not Cate sure of the dif- 
res between stalls and circle. 

will begin my report by mentioning 2 
filmy which | saw ao a private capacity. 

Jere is no artistic reason for it being 
) Mentioned here, but those who sometimes 


}® to the cinema purely for amusement 
Phight like a tip, 
I had to entertain a youngster and 


pumped (rathe i Th 
r patronisingly) for e€ 
ree Mitsketeers,” I recommend this for 
add vet Serious evening, one which will 
; aie ho cubits to you'r stature. Its fights 
E fur beautifully executed and outrageously 
kab he first one, with the film only a 

| *W minutes old, is classic comedy. 


Banned for years 


‘ But now to business. I have written here 
cntly about the censorship and there 1s 
€refore Piquancy in the fact that the 
i pot Plav I was invited to see was Tobacco 
ee. This has been banned for years and 
.: and years; in America it has been 
’ inal so long that it may have been the 
hata Lincoln was watching when asass}- 
such; Here its publicity is handled. in 
oon WAY that T was glad not to have 
FT ah to the box office for a ticket: I should 
(Thee avite shy ! Several lurid “quotes 
ity 4% Went to see sex raw, and they saw 
thie cave as their trlumphant apex that 
“4'8 “the play that shocked The News 
furthe World.” Language could go no 
er, 


og oUbtless there are some veople who will 

“0 the theatre with pornographic intent. 
doubtless not many such folks are 
inmyice, (& AMong the readers of this dis- 
wha w'Shed paner, But for any stray reader 
wa 80 inclined. T will sound a warning: 
he eel be horribly disappointed. I must 
coeher than the News of the World, for 

uid find "little to shock (in that sense). 
Mere ig one unusually frank bit of 
-Yblay which shocked me for quite 
enker wr tsons. The play would be no 
Thay ,, Without it and no stronger with it. 
*ondemns it; nothing else. 


likely t 


— 


In this instance he broke it. All the old 
dears present looked at each other and 
some began to whisper, for this was not 
the standard of the suburbs—and 1 
wondered what the actress concerned thinks 
about it all. In other words, everybody is 
forced tout of the play, out of the illusion, 
and back to the theatre. 


By-product of civilisation 


It does not surprise me that the Lord 
Chamberlain has now licensed the play. 
What surprises me is that he ever banned 
it. I have a suspicion that the objection 
was not on the grounds of sex, but rather 
a reluctance to allow the portrayal of 
human life at such a level. 

The play is an obviously faithful repre- 
sentation of life in the back country of 
Georgia in the USA, and as such has ele- 
ments of greatness in its tragedy. For 
this is a by-product of the world’s greatest 
civilisation, the world’s highest material 
standard of living; this goes on in the 
twentieth century, side by side with re- 
frigerators and streamlined cars. 

Tobacco Road, however, is not so much a 
story of people as a story of the soil. | 

First drained of profit in tobacco-raising, 
then in over-intensive and shortsighted cot- 
ton-growing, the soil is now dead and ex- 
hausted, and it takes a terrible revenge by 
the ruin and saualor it brings to the people 
who betrayed it. 

Nature in the raw is horrible, and here 
is human nature in the raw, more horrible 
still. 

Here a man will sell his wife’s daughter 
for two dollars a week, a bag of turnips 
is a centre for covetousness and a cue for 
lust; here a vigorous woman can bribe a 
nit-wit into her bed with a car-ride. Here 
human life is so cheap that when the old 
lady is missing she’s probably dead out 
there somewhere and they might look for 
her one of these days “if they get round 
to it.” 

That is what Tobacco Road is about and 
the author’s intentions are insulted if the 
play is regarded as a kind of third-rate 
music-hall sketch. It is, in fact, strongly 
reminiscent of, without being like, The 
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Edited by 
Roger Page 


Whether its production here was neces- 
sary I do not know, bit since it is here, I 
salute the sincerity of its intentions. It 
often has a power to move one deeply and 
has plenty of humour, albeit sometimes 
rather grim. I pay full tribute to the 
beauty and integrity of the acting, for most 
of the parts are very difficult. Mervyn 
Johns especially is first-rate and after this 
should give up the unimportant stuff he has 
been doing on the screen. Thora Hird as 
his wife and Vida Hone as the vain and 
vigorous evangelist are also excellent. 


Knock on Any Door 


LTHOUGH Mr. Humphrey Bogart’s 
*™ first independent film, Knock on Any 
Door has, like so many of his films, tough 
guys and a crime story, it is nevertheless 
a film which sets out to postulate an impor- 
tant sociological truth; that, by and large, 
it is the grown-ups who are responsible for 
juvenile crime. 

The films frontal attack (it is not a new 
idea in films) is on the slums, but because 
slumdom is not a divinely-ordained natural 
condition, it insists that the community is 
responsible for what arises from slum- 
dom. What comes, of course. is dirt, 
disease, misery, frustration—and crime. 
With harsh insistency the film tells us that 
by leaving virile young men in squalor and 
neglect, we are creating criminality. 

The problem is not quite the same here 
as in America. Here the conflict between 
police and criminals does not take quite so 
violent a form, nor is it so easy to have and 
use firearms. Again, although our penal 
institutions are not above reproach, the 
type of “reform school” we see (briefly) 
in this film, could not be an accepted thing 
in Britain. But these are local differences 
and in essence the film is universal. Knock 
on any door and you will find this problem. 


House of Strangers 


WITH Edward G. Robinson (brilliant), 
Luther Adler (excellent), Richard 


Conte (good) and Susan Hayward (aver- | This 


age), House of Strangers is a film about 
the passions of the human heart and of 
how difficult it is to get rid of hate. Taut, 
exciting, interesting. But filled me with a 
passion of hate because told in flashback. 


Grapes of Wrath. 


Current Periodicals 


Reconciliation, September, 1949, 20pp and 
cover (London: Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, 6d.) 


In addition to the usual features, the 
magazine of the FoR this month contains 
an article by John Hick in which he sug- 
gests that there are many who, without 
condemning past wars, would refuse to 
countenance one in which atomic weapons 
would be used and that there may be a more 
ready acceptance of the “ atomic pacifism ” 
than the more thoroughgoing kind. 


Paul Gliddon, carrying the attack into the 
camp of some of the critics of pacifism, 
points out that if they believed all they say 
about force being able to defend values, 
and being the only decent and honourable 
| course for a nation to take in certain cir- 
cumstances, they would be at war now, but 
Peeeereares with a strong admixture of 


have held forth here before, many times, | self-interest makes them do all they can to 


postpone applying the remedy in which they 
profess so much faith. 


Why JWs are persecuted 


Fresh light is thrown on the persecution 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Greece and the 
refusal to recognise them as conscientious 
objectors by a report on religious toleration 
in Greece. 


A correspondent writes: “There is, un- 
fortunately, no religious toleration in 
Greece. All Greeks are members of the 
Orthodox Church, whose will is imposed on 
all their people and the State sunports this. 
The priest only may interpret the Bible and 
lead public prayer. Anyone else holding a 
religious meeting is denounced and the in- 
experienced are terrorised. 


“Just before the war the circulation of 


the modern Greek version of the Bible was 
prohibited, though apparently a considerable 
number are in use.” 


September 23, 1949, PEACE NEWS—5 


| AM A 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTOR 


—Garry Davis 


Garry Davis, “ World Citizen No. 1,” last 
week told eight members of the Anglo- 
American Press Association that Gandhi’s 
life and doctrines may be the key to World 
eace. 

Recently the Paris paper Le Citoyen du 
Monde published the following questions 
put to Garry Davis and his answers, to 
“clarify our readers on certain points 
hitherto somewhat obscure ”: 


What is your position regarding wars be- 
tween peoples, colonial or civil ? 


I will no longer take part, m any 
manner whatsoever, in a war between 
nations or groups of nations. First, be- 
cause the methods employed are too 
destructive  and_ also because 
morally, I could not do _ it. The 
causes of these Wars, such as_ colonial 
wars, are inherent in the world disor- 
ganisation and anarchy. In such cases 
I could not take any position, as I can- 
not favour eifher side. 


Do you approve of colonial or civil war in 
principle ? 
I am_ against all wars, of whatever 
kind. War is an absurdity, whether it 
is global, colonial or civil. 


What about conscientious objection ? 


I have not sufficiently studied the 
question of conscientious objection in all 
its various forms to be able to pronounce 
upon it with any certainty. I can only re- 
peat—I am against all war, therefore to 
that extent I am a conscientious objector. 


But I have the impression that, as 
things have turned out, the efforts of the 
conscientious objectors, as a co-ordinated 
movement under a single direction, has 
up to now failed, owing perhaps to in- 
efficient leadership. But one cannot do 
without some established order or with- 
out a law which everyone must observe. 
There is a place, however, for associated 
action against war, even if the methods 
we may employ may differ. 


established order, law, democracy, 
which you believe in, is based on the will 
of the majority. Do you consider that 
your personal opinion should be subor- 
dinated to the will of the majority in all 
circumstances? What if the majority 
desires war ? 


That is a vexed question. 
reach the honest opinion of 
don’t think one would 
majority that wanted war. 


What is your position in regard to capi- 
talism, Communism, or economic or 
social revolution ? 

The new democratic world order which 
the world citizen is hoping for will be a 
true revolution which will end capitalism 
and Communism. In case, and whatever 
happens, the development of these various 
systems—capitalism, Communism, etc.— 
will have to take place without any need 
for recourse to the atom bomb, the Royal 
Navy or the Red Army. 


ONLY OFFICIAL INACCURACY ALLOWED 
“Except for the news released by this 
headquarters, all Chinese and English 
agate and Senne newspapers and news- 
agencies are forbidden to i 
infeccurate war news.” papteh ae 
—Regulation 6, Shanghai 


If one could 
the world, I 
ever find a 
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meeting; Stoke Newington Peace Group. 
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Wednesday, October 5 
DULWICH: 8 p.m. Dulwich Grove Con- 
gregational Church; monthly mecting; 
Secretary: W. A. Greenwood, Denmark 
Garage, Canning Cross. S.E.5; Dulwich 
PPU. 


Thursday, October 6 

LONDON, W.C.2: 7 p.m. Re-dedication 
service; St. Martin-in-the-Fields; Service 
conducted by the Riv. Wilfred Kerr. Ad- 
dress by the Rev. Prof. C. E. Raven; 
London Union of the FoR. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 
Fields; Open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 
PPU. 


Friday, October 7 
LONDON. W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. 8 Endsleigh 
Gardens: Study Course on ‘ Authority 
and the Individual”; Central London PPU. 
ST. ALBANS: 8 p.m. Friends Mecting 
House, Upper Lattimore Road: Membera 
Rededication Service; conductors: H. Carey 
Oakley, Mary Lee and Rev. W. Booth 
aries address: Rev. W. Morton Barwell; 


FoR. 

BOURNEMOUTH: 3.15 p.m. Friends 
Meeting House; Area Conference; speaker! 
Claud Coltman: FoR. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: 3 p.m. Area Con- 
ference; speaker: Rev. Percy Ineson: 
Chairman: The Ven Percy Hartill: Details 
from FoR. 88 Gorden Square, London, 
W.C.1. FoR. 


VERA BRITTAIN’S TOUR 


“Campaign Column,” page siz. 


See 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for capy: Monday before 
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minimum 2s, 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don’t send stamp, in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
60 words. Address for Box No. replica: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote ita first wards, clacei- 
fication, and date. 


We reserve the right to aold over ad- 
vertisements and to limit the frequency of 
continuing advertisements. 


MEETINGS 


WEIGH HOUSE Church. Duke Street, 
W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at 
7. The Gospel of Peace! Social hour 
follows. 


ACCOMMODATION 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform 
Vegetarian Guest Hovee for happy holi- 
days or restfu) recuperation: all modern 
comforts. A. ard K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briara, Crich, Matlock. (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE vege- 
tartan and diet reform. Othera welcomed. 
Sea front. emall village. Innisfree, St. 
Mary's Bay, Ashford, Kent. 


EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons. 5s. 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill 
Road, London, N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


CHEAP ENVELOPES. Fine _ quality 
lightweight manilla envelopes. Business 
size 6 in. x 4 in, gummed, 1s. 6d. 100, 
lis. 6d. 1,000. Large size 9 in. x 6 in. 
ungummed. 2s. id. 100, 14s. 10d. 1,000 
all post free. Lower rates for larger 
quantities. Housmans Stationery Dept. 
(1st floor), 8 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


NEWSPAPER WRAPPERS good quality 
cream wove 10 in. x 4 in. (as used in 
PN office) 2s. 100, 17s. 6d. 1.000 post free. 
a News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


LITERATURE, &e. 


QUAKERISM Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Frienda, free on 
application to the Friends’ Home Service 


Committee, Friends’ House, Euston Rd., 
London, 

PERSONAL 
MARRIAGE BUREAU. Absolute 


privacy guaranteed. Details free, Mary 
Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, E.C.1, 


INTRODUCTIONS. PEN friends. com- 
panionship or marriage. V.C.C., 34 
Honeywell Road, London, §S.W.11, 


_ BERKELEY BUREAU. We find you the 
ideal partner, then your ideal home. Write 
for details of our exclusive service. 44 
Tottenham Court Rd., W.1 


SINGLE MAN, 39. 
philosophy, country life, 
pyle contact lady similar interests. 


Interested politics, 
music, motoring, 
Box 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 
Situations are available only to applicants 
excepted from the Control of Engagement 

Order, 1947, No. 2021. 


OAKLEY WOOD SCHOOL, Sherwood 
House, Newton St. Cyrex. Devon. Addi- 
tional teaching and domestic staff required 
married or single. 

LINOTYPE OPERATOR and Composite: 
wanted (TU) for work on Newapaper 
No Saturdays. Permanency for Tight 
men. Write or phone: W. F. Clifford 
Printing Co. Ltd., 12g Manor Road, N.16 
STA 2943, 
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FIRST-CLASS duplicating, ete. Mabe) 
Eyles, 29 Rokesby A Lo 
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6—PEACE NEWS, September 23, 1949 


Briefly ... 


JWEMBERS of the British delegation to 

UNESCO have been asked, in a 
memorandum from the Peace Pledge Union, 
to secure consideration of ‘‘ the whole ques- 
tion, of the effect on education of the present 
acceptance of a largely nationalistic out- 
look, and of the assumption that, in the 
long run, war is likely, if not inevitable” 
and of “the effect of the existence of Cadet 
Corps in many schools.” The full text will 
appear next week in the October issue of 
the PPU Journal, 5d., post free, from Peace 
News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road, N4. 


* « a 


The plan for a rifle range under his new 
church hall has been abandoned by the Rev. 
Victor Treanor, vicar of St. John’s, Owler- 
ton, near Sheffield, following a number of 
complaints from pacifists, reports the Daily 
Express. : 

~ + + 


A total of 6,439 men have been deferred 
as conscientious objectors under the USA’s 
1948 Draft Act. 


* . 


The Swiss parliament’ has recently de- 
¢elared itself against conscientious objection 
on the grounds that such an‘ attitude might 
lead to the weakening of the defence of the 
country. 

* - 

Readers of Peace News who have copies 
of Bertha von Suttner’s “Lay Down Your 
Arms,” are invited to present them to the 
Dick Sheppard House Library, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, WC1. 


* # * 


The International Red Cross has or- 
ganised a school correspondence scheme for 
children and young people. They aim to 
arrange friendly contacts between the 
young members of the Red Cross organisa- 
tiuns in different countries. 

* * * 


A document demanding the outlawing of 
the atom'bomb, has so far been signed by 
52,000 women in Bavaria, 

* ” * 


Every American Senator has been sent 
a duplicated extract from ‘“ What’ Price 
Unconditional Surrender Now,” the Peace 
News article which appeared on July 29. 
Peace News reader, Elizabeth F. Haswell of 
Dayton, Ohio, who sent the extract, “just 
as an individual,” urged new efforts to bring 
about general disarmament. 


, ’ 


After the London Area Garden Party — 


‘A PPU BENEFIT MATCH 


LLOWING the successful cricket 

.match at the London Area Garden 
Party, when the National Council “Im- 
probables” defeated the London Area 
““Impossibles ” by 199 runs to 165, a further 
match is to be played, 


This will be a London Area XI versus 
The Rest, on Sunday, Oct. 2, at King Alfred 
School, North End Road, near Golders 
Green Station. Play wil] begin at 11.15 a.m. 
and stumps will be drawn not later than 
6 p.m. Admission 1s. (children 6d.). 
Players should also pay. Anyone wishing 


‘to be considered for the Rest XI should 


please write at once to Molly Barlex, 219 
Croydon Road, Beckenham, Kent. 


The London Area Garden Party on 
Sept. 11 raised £12 for PPU Funds. 
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Selections from our latest list 


HERBERT READ 
The Meaning of Art 2s. 6d. 


(new Penguin edition beautifully 
illustrated) 


EDWARD CARPENTER 
Toward Democracy 7s. 6d. 
(18th edition) 
c. F. ANDREWS 
Mahatma Gandhi’s Ideas 
(third impression) 
J. B, PRIESTLEY 
Delight , 10s. 6d. 
(his latest essays) 
K. SHRIDHARANI—selections from 
War Without Violence Is. Od. 
(a long-out-of-print pacifist classic) 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER 
Goethe és. 0d. 


Send s.a.e. for full list 


When ordering please add postage, 6d. large books, 
8d. Penguins etc. Half rate for each extra velume. 


from 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP LIMITED 
(the pacifist booksellers) 
3 Blackstock Road London N.4 
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WUPO CONFERENCE 


A new strategy for peace? | 


Don’t fear unpopularity—BOYD ORR 


OR one week representatives of 


international pacifist bodies, such 


as the War Resisters’ International, the International Fellowship of 


Reconciliation, religious bodies and 


federalists lived with an imposing 


array of experts, men at the very top of their professions at the Inter- 


national Conference of the World 
Union of Peace Organisations held at 
St. Cergue, Switzerland, from Sept. 
7-13. 


Their aim was to study the peril of world 
famine die to the misuse of natural and 
economic resources, the peril of atomic and 
bacteriological warfare due to the misuse of 
science, and the possibility of stabilising the 
mcral and spiritual forces in a constructive 
elfort to meet these perils, to achieve a 
practical basis fer peace and to create a 
true world com aunity. 

Observers appointed by the Secretary- 
General of UNO, by the Director-General 
of UNESCO, and from the Ecumenical 
Council of the World Council of the Chur- 
ches attended, whilst interviews were given 
for Radio Genéve. 

Peace Societies have often been charged, 
not without foundation, with clinging ob- 
stinately to that same sovereignty they are 
trying to eradicate in the world, but at St. 
Cergue, faced with such a clear and out- 
spoken exposition of the facts, an inspiring 
degree of unanimity was obtained. 


Credit here must go also to Gerald Bailey, 
a former Director of the National Peace 
Council, for his tactful yet able chairman- 
ship, and to the untiring work of Lady Par- 
oes which had made the Conference pos- 
sible. 


The causes of unrest 


Lord Boyd-Orr, the first Director- 
General of the Food and Agricultural Or- 
ganisation and Chairman of the National 
Peace Council, spoke of the need for ener- 
getic measures to deal with the present 
and increasing problem of food production 
adequate to the well-being of a multiplying 
world population. 

“ Abolish ‘hunger and extreme poverty,” 
said Lord Boyd-Orr, “and you have solved 
a greater part of the reason for social un- 
rest and revolution.” 


On the vital subject of food there was 


Will the Church revolt 


against war? 


“MNVHE Church is in flight from its own 

gospel, but there are many signs of re- 
vulsion and a coming change of heart,” 
said the Rev. Claud Coltman of King’s 
Weigh House Church, when he spoke at a 
meeting of the Outer NW London Area of 
the FoR at Eastcote recently. 

Three of the causes of this revulsion 
were he said: 

1. The atom bomb. This outrage on Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki could not be justi- 
fied from a Christian standpoint. 

2. The failure of victory—as shown by the 
heavy re-armament programme now in 
full swing. ‘ 

8. The maintenance of conscription. Church 

eople dé not like it because it is ruin- 
ing their youth work. 

He saw another sign of the church’s com- 
ing change of heart in the desire of the 
recent Amsterdam Assembly that 
Christians should go on_ thinking about 
their position in regard to war. 


“Do we know what we are doing 


in 


| maintaining our witness in the Churches,” 


asked Claud Coltman. We are holding the 
pass and seeing that the gospel does not 
die out whilst the Church is thinking over 
its attitude to war. The Church’s con- 
science is at present out of focur. 

“We are making a spiritual prepara- 
tion for the coming of Communism. It 
might come within the next ten years, and 
if it were to come, we should have to live 
it down and Christianise it. 

“After a great catastrophe, the doctrine 
of the remnant might apply, and those who 
had been faithful would become the chan- 
nels of God’s purpose. 

“It may be that the one spiritual gain 
from all these years of agony will be that 
the Church of Christ will have learnt that it 
has no business with and no use for, the 
sword.” 

Paul Jones the area chairman, and Max 
Parker, area secretary, also gave short ad- 
dresses, and there was a brief period of 
discussion. 


CHARCOAL 


for 
POULTRY - COMPOSTING 
HORTICULTURE 
Any quantity supplied 
also 
BIRCH BROOMS - ALL GARDEN WOOD 
REQUIREMENTS - LOGS - PERGOLA 
POLES, Etc. Buy direct from makers 


ALAN MISTER 
THE BROOMYARD -: FOREST ROW 


a good chance of the co-operation of East 
and West and only with such co-operation 
could the world’s food problem be solved. 


In a strong appeal for support for the 
FAO, he concluded: 


“No government will act in a demo- 
cratic country until they are sure they 
have public opinion behind them; we must 
speak out to create this public opinion 
and not be afraid of being unpopular in 
our own country. Give the FAO one 
shilling for every £1 spent on munitions 
and it can solve the worlds food problem.” 


Professor Gunnar Myrdal, the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Europe, told also how co-operation between 
the democracies and countries behind the 
Iron Curtain including the USSR was al- 
ready taking place successfully at the eco- 
nomic level, and Dr. S. Chandrasehar of 
Annamalai University, India, and popula- 
tion expert attending the recent UNESCO 
Paris Conference, told of the grave food and 
population problems of India and the East. 


Asia on the march 


“Peace is indivisivle,” he said. Asia 
was awakening and on the march. They 
were approaching the stage when their 
peoples would listen to anyone who would 
promise them a better standard of living. 
Unless the West would aid them in rehabili- 
tation the stability of the West would be 
threatened. 


From Dr. Brock Chisholm, Director- 
General of the World Health Organisation, 
and Dr. L. Kowarski, Assistant to the Direc- 
tor of the French Institute of Atomic 
Energy, there came the challenge, reported 
in Peace News last week, to meet the new 
world of biological warfare. This type of 
warfare renders conventional military 
operations obsolete and calls for a new 
pattern of behaviour in individuals and 
groups, free from prejudices and capable of 
creating a new type of non-violent society. 


The short term— 


How is the peace movement to meet this ? 
The Conference felt it had much to offer 
both in the short-term and in the long-term. 
Following the lead given by Mr. Ritchie 
Calder, Science Editor of the “ News- 
Chronicle,” it was decided: 


(1) To call upon the powers to estab- 
lish a “truce,” agreeing to call a halt to 
any extension of spheres of influence, and 
clarifying the pomts upon which they 
would “agree to disagree.” 


(2) Next to call upon all our national 
peace associations to urge their govern- 
ments to use to the full and, to give 
courageous support to all forms of func- 
tional co-operation such as FAO, ECE 
and WHO, where East and West might 
meet free from purely political issues. 


(3) To urge a period of “ phased” dis- 
armament. Even if the battleship and 
tank were obsolete their limitation would 
create confidence. 


It was decided to present these points as 
a resolution g>9 the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, Mr. Trygve Lie, prior 
to the ensuing General Assembly of UNO. 


And the long term answer 


It was left to the Peace Movement’s own 
members, Prof. Siegmund-Schultze, of 
Munster University, and Joint Chairman of 
IFOR, and Prof. Edmund Privat of Neu- 
chatel University, editor, author, and mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, to lead the 
Conference towards the long term answer— 
the special responsibility of peace workers 
for world morality and world order. 


From these and other sessions construc- 
tive suggestions covered a wide field from 
the general need for world government, 
coupled equally with the warning that with- 
out world community this might become an 
evil world dictatorship—to the particular: 


Eradicating biased history books from 
schools. 


Organic husbandry. 
The wider use of Esperanto. 


The creation in our children of a sound 
basis for an integrated personality. 


The need for greater support for COs. 


It was stressed by Dr. Bovard, IVSP, 
Switzerland, Dr. J. B. T. Hugenholtz, Hol- 
land, and Prof. Ed. Privat and others, that 
peace societies should concern themselves 
with the study of the results of Non- 
Violence in the past, and with the possi- 
bility of preparing themselves for its appli- 
cation in the future. 


These appeals, together with the short- 
term truce plan will be sent to all leading 
peace societies with the hope that they will 
be urgently implemented. 


Finally, the Conference came by inevita- 
ble logic to the position expressed in the 
opening paragraph—that organisation by it- 
self is just not enough. “ The Spiritual is 
not just fantastic nor is it irrelevant,” said 
Percy Bartlett, IFOR. “What is required 
is a change of heart—repentance, with a 
fundamental conviction as to the divine 
destiny of man.” D. P. BARRITT 
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Morrison’s 


Sybil 
CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


“Most of our every day social rules 
are based upon the abundantly juste | 
fied assumption of decency, kindness, | 


and common sense in the mass 0. 


human beings. 


“Our traffic lawa rest on the sup- | 
position that travellers will respect 
one another's safety, and refrain from 
running somebody down the moment 
that they take to the road. 


“Our postal syatem is founded on 
the well-established belief that the 
great majority of mankind can bé 
trusted with other people’s possessions. 

“When ordinary men and women 
from different natwns get together for 
some international purpose, they do not 
instinctively dislike one another. They 
begin to hate only when war-makin 
politicians inflame their emotions wit 
propaganda, and their rulers, corrupte 
by power, urge them to deeds of vio- 
lence. 


“ Pacifism ts nothing other than @ 
belief in the ultimate transcendence o 
love over power. This belief comes 
from an inward assurance. It is un- 
touched by logic and beyond argument 
—though there are many arguments 
both for and against it. And each 
person’s assurance is indivdual; his in- 


j 


spiration cannot arise from another's 
reasons, nor can its authority be 
quenched by another's scepticism. 

“It is the pacifist’s obligation to bé 
both realist and idealist, to face exist- 
ing facts while never losing sight of | 
the world which he desires to create. 
His part, as a living leaven with the 
lump of popular traditions and as- 
sumptions, may seem trivial in itself, 
yet his task is nothing less than an 
attempt to change the thinking of his 
nation, and beyond that of a greater 
society. 

“The most effective method of war- 
resistance is to increase the number of 
war resisters,” 

— Vera Brittain. Humiliation 
With Honour 

I HAVE given over the campaigt! 

column this week (without askin) 
her permission!) to Vera Brittaill 
The quotations above have in thei 
the essence of our pacifism and _ tht 
reasons for our work. Below yol 
will find a complete list of Vera Brit 
tain’s intensive autumn tour on be 
half of the PPU; she is not onl 
giving her time and her energy, sh 
is also paying all her own travellin 
expenses. 

Even if it is impossible to suvport thf 
meetings, through inability to be present 
them, let us each do something that 
equivalent, and make of this tour a gre# 
corporate pacifist demonstration. 

Oct. 5. BOURNEMOUTH 

St. Peter’s Small Hall, 7 p.m. with Rhy 
Davies, MP. 

Oct. 6. WEYMOUTH 

Parish Room, St. Paul’s Church, Abbots; 
bury Road. 7.30 p.m., with Stuatl) 
Morris. 

Oct. 7. PLYMOUTH 

Central Hall, Saltash Street, 7.30 p.m 

with Stuart Morris. Chairman: Kal 

Spurrell, 

Oct. 8. BRISTOL 
Friends Meeting House, Broadweir. Sal 
3.30 to 5.30 p.m. Tea 5-6 p.m. Meetii 


6.30 p.m., with Sybil Morrison. Chai 

man: Herbert G. Tanner. ‘ 
Oct. 11. COLWYN BAY 

Welsh Salem Congregatioral Churé! 


Abergele Road, 
and FoR. 

Oct. 13. LIVERPOOL 
New Friends Meeting House, Hunt 
Street, 7.30 p.m., with Rhys Davies, M 
Chairman: Mrs. Grieve, JP. 


Oct. 14 KENDAL 


7.80 p.m. Joint PP 


Friends Meeting House, Stramongatt 
7.30 p.m., with Stuart Morris. Chal! 
man: Rev. H. O. Evans. 

Oct. 15. GLASGOW Fi 
St. Andrew’s, Berkeley Hall. Pea# 
Conference, 2.30 p.m. with Em 


Hughes and Sybil Morrison, 


7.30 p.m. Study Circle at Cranst0 
Restaurant, Renfield Street. 
Oct. 16. GLASGOW ; 
Unitarian Church, 11 a.m. 
Oct. 17. LEEDS 


} 
The Church Institute, Albion Pla% 
7.30 p.m., with John Rankin, MP, 4 
Sybil Morrison. 
Oct. 20. WELLINGBOROUGH Fr 
Central Hall, Silver Street, 7.30 P*; 
Oct. 21. PECKHAM 
Co-operative Hall, Rye Lane, 
Oct. 24. HARPENDEN i 
Small Public Hall, 7.45 p.m. ; 


Noy. 6. LONDON ? 
Crypt of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, 3 Pay 
Dick Sheppard Memorial Meeting “ | 
Sybil Thorndike and others. 


Nov. 7. HAMPSTEAD 
Town Hall, Haverstock Hill, 
8 p.m. with Emrys Hughes, MP. 
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